The subject was quite a new one, so far as he was aware. Shrinking and contraction, he pointed out, were not identical. Action or contraction was the force or condition that produced shrinking. This latter term expressed one result of action or contraction.
Shrinking of the muscular wall of the uterus generally caused no rugse or sulci in the peritoneum, this membrane being sufficiently elastic to follow the shrinking uterus without forming folds or rugse. But, under the influence of inflammation or other conditions, the peritoneum was deficient in elasticity, and did not shrink co-ordinately with the subjacent muscular tissue, and then it formed ridges and furrows of various kinds. Of these Dr Duncan described three kinds, all of which were seen in the preparations he exhibited.
The furrows and ridges would of course be in a direction transverse to the direction of the shrinking, and their qualities might indicate the extent of the shrinking, its direction, and its position. The 
